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FARRANT, Frederick Joseph Aquilar (Dick)  
 

Private, 49922 
13th Battalion Devonshire Regiment 
posted as 136055 to  
372 H.S. Coy., Labour Corps 
formerly 48440, Middlesex Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday, 22nd June 1918 
Cemetery: Brookwood Military Cemetery, 
Surrey 
Aged 33 years  
 
Frederick Joseph Aquilar Farrant, known as Dick was born to parents Frederick 
and Sophia Farrant (nee Cable) at Duddery Road, Haverhill on 24th October 1884. 
He was the seventh child and fourth son of a family of eleven.  

Dick’s family line in Haverhill can be traced back to William Farrant who was born 
about 1759 and who married Hannah Sparkes on 19th September 1779. His mother 
had been born in Theberton near Saxmundham in 1851 but by 1861 she was living 
in Castle Camps where her father had found employment as a Farm Bailiff. His 
parents had married in 1867.  

Frederick, a trouser cutter, and Sophia  were married in 1867 making their first  
home in Chauntry Croft. By 1881 they had seven children, Isabella, Edward, Emily, 
Oliver, Isaac, Harry and Margaret and had moved to Croft Row. By 1891 they had 
moved again, this time to 18 Broad Street. The oldest two children had moved out 
but the family had seen the arrival of four more children, Violet, Frederick (Dick), 
Jesse and Grace. Since Dick was born in Duddery Road one wonders whether they 
had had a further interim move before settling in Broad Street.  

By 1901 the family appears to have separated. Frederick and Sophia appear to be 
living at different addresses. Sophia seems to be working as a servant at the 
Weavers Arms in Hamlet Road. Frederick, now a manager at the Co-op is living at 
26 Broad Street with daughter Margaret who is now 20 and two younger sons, 
Herbert and Charlie. Dick and his younger sister Grace are found living with their 
older sister Emily who has married and is living with her husband and daughter in 
Luton. Dick now aged 16 is working as a straw hat warehouse errand boy. 

Dick met Mabel Mobley and they were married in Luton in 1908. By 1911 Dick was 
working as a Straw Hat Blocker and they were living at Granville Road Luton with 
their daughter Ethel May. Another daughter, Doris was born later that year. 

In February 1917, Dick enlisted in Luton and it would seem he joined the 13th 
Battalion, Devonshire Regiment before being posted to 372 H.S. Coy., Labour 
Corps, probably after April 1917, when a number of infantry battalions were 
transferred. The Labour Corps had been formed in January 1917 and comprised 
more than 10% of the total size of the Army. Around half of the men posted to the 
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Labour Corps were working at home rather than overseas. They were generally 
manned by officers and other ranks who had been medically rated below the “A1” 
condition needed for front line service. Many were men who had returned home after 
being wounded. Although they carried out vital work, the Corps always suffered from 
its treatment as being something of a second class organisation. For example, the 
men who died are commemorated under their original regiment, with Labour Corps 
being secondary.  
 
Dick died in Richmond Hospital on Saturday 22nd June 1918. It is not known the 
circumstances of his death. He was buried in Brookwood Military Cemetery. 

 

 

Brookwood Military Cemetery near Woking, Surrey is the largest CWGC cemetery in 
the United Kingdom containing the graves of more than 1,600 servicemen of the 
British Empire in the First World War. In 1917, an area to the north of the cemetery 
was set aside as Brookwood Military Cemetery for men and women of 
Commonwealth forces who died, many of battle wounds, in the London district. 
 

 

 

 

 


